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ABSTRACT 
Auroville, an experimental township in southern India, serves as a globally recognized model for human unity, ecological 
sustainability, and alternative community living. Founded in 1968 by Mirra Alfassa, under the spiritual vision of Sri 
Aurobindo, Auroville aspires to transcend conventional divisions of nationality, politics, and religion. Backed by the 
Indian government and UNESCO, it draws people from over 50 nations committed to living a conscious and purpose-
driven life. This paper explores Auroville's achievements and limitations through the lens of environmental sustainability, 
societal responsibility, and governance practices, positioning it as a case study of relevance in today’s sustainability -driven 
policy frameworks. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The vision of Auroville is deeply rooted in ideals of peace, progressive harmony, and selfless service. Designed 
by French architect Roger Anger, the city plan symbolizes a galaxy with the Matrimandir at its center—a 
spiritual anchor rather than a religious shrine. Auroville’s mission is reflected in its Charter: to be a place of 
unending education, constant progress, and a bridge between the past and the future (Kundoo, 2007). 
Though born out of philosophical aspirations, Auroville is also a physical space dealing with tangible socio-
economic, cultural, and environmental challenges. This blend of ideology and implementation makes it a 
compelling subject for scientific exploration, especially as societies grapple with climate change, urbanization, 
and cultural fragmentation (Nene, 2022; Reddy, 2022). 
 
2. ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 
A Model for Regenerative Living 
Auroville has achieved extraordinary success in environmental restoration. The region was once a barren 
plateau suffering from soil erosion, desertification, and lack of vegetation. Through decades of dedicated 
afforestation and permaculture practices, residents have restored over 1,200 acres of land into lush green 
zones, reviving the endangered Tropical Dry Evergreen Forest ecosystem(Nagy, 2018). 
 
Key environmental initiatives include (Fig.1): 
• Water harvesting and recharging systems 
• Sustainable construction 
• Renewable energy adoption 

https://theaspd.com/index.php
mailto:sanusouravdas@gmail.com


International Journal of Environmental Sciences   
ISSN: 2229-7359 
Vol. 11 No. 22s, 2025  
https://theaspd.com/index.php 
 

5148  

• Waste management practices 
• Sustainable agriculture 
 
These practices position Auroville as a replicable microcosm of environmental resilience (Blanchflower, 2005; 
Obadia, 2020). 
 

 
Fig. 1 Environmental Sustainability Initiatives 
 
3. SOCIETAL HARMONY 
Societal Integration and Outreach 
Auroville does not function in isolation; it is physically and socially embedded within a larger rural ecosystem 
in Tamil Nadu, with some parts in the Union Territory of Puducherry. Over 6,000 residents from nearby 
villages interact daily with Auroville through employment, education, and training (Obadia, 2022). 
Key societal outreach programs include (Fig.2): 
• Auroville Village Action Group (AVAG) 
• Healthcare support 
• Holistic education models 
• Vocational training initiatives 
 

 
Fig: 2. Unified Community Development 
 

https://theaspd.com/index.php


International Journal of Environmental Sciences   
ISSN: 2229-7359 
Vol. 11 No. 22s, 2025  
https://theaspd.com/index.php 
 

5149  

These initiatives fulfill part of Auroville’s mission of serving as a “bridge between the spiritual and material 
(Shinn, 1984; Vian, 2024).” 
 
4. GOVERNANCE AT AUROVILLE 
Structure and Challenges 
Auroville follows a decentralized model of self-governance guided by the Auroville Foundation under the 
Ministry of Education. Decision-making is typically consensus-based, involving groups like the Residents' 
Assembly and Working Committees. Challenges include: 
• Lack of executive authority 
• Governance tensions (e.g., Crown Road dispute) 
• Cultural inclusivity concerns 
These issues raise broader concerns about scalability and adaptability of Auroville’s governance in more 
complex, diverse urban environments (Jazeel, 2023; Koduvayur Venkitaraman & Joshi, 2022). 
 
5. ECO-SPIRITUALISM 
Cultural Reflection and Public Perception 
Feedback from visitors and external observers provides a mixed perspective. While many describe Auroville as 
a sanctuary of peace and sustainability, others critique its perceived elitism, lack of diversity in leadership, and 
cultural disconnect from the local population(Oijevaar et al., 2020; Schumacher et al., 2020) (Fig.3). 
 

 
Fig: 3. Eco Spiritualism where Ecology meets Spirituality 
 
6. SOCIETAL RESPONSIBILITY 
Sustainable Development Goals Framework 
Auroville's efforts align strongly with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
including(Fig.4): 
- SDG 3: Good Health & Well-being 
- SDG 4: Quality Education 
- SDG 6: Clean Water & Sanitation 
- SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities 
- SDG 13: Climate Action 
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These SDG alignments indicate Auroville’s potential role as a model for integrating sustainability with 
human development(Obadia, 2023; Parker, 2018). 
 

 
Fig: 4. Auroville Sustainable Development Goals Framework 
 
7. CONCLUSION 
Auroville is not without its contradictions, yet it remains one of the most ambitious experiments in 
sustainable community living the world has seen. It demonstrates that spiritual growth, environmental 
stewardship, and social responsibility can merge to create meaningful societal models. Future progress 
depends on collaboration, inclusivity, and documentation to replicate Auroville’s strengths globally. 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST: None 
 
Authors’ contributions 
This work was carried out in collaboration between the authors. All authors read and approved the final manuscript. 
 
REFERENCE 
 Blanchflower, P. (2005). Restoration of the Tropical Dry Evergreen Forest of Peninsular India. 

Biodiversity, 6(1), 17–24. https://doi.org/10.1080/14888386.2005.9712755 
 Jazeel, T. (2023). IN THE SHADOW OF ‘THE CITY’ YET TO COME: Auroville, Developmentalism 

and the Social Effects of Cityness. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 47(2), 258–278. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2427.13165 

 Koduvayur Venkitaraman, A., & Joshi, N. (2022). A critical examination of a community-led ecovillage 
initiative: a case of Auroville, India. Climate Action, 1(1), 15. https://doi.org/10.1007/s44168-022-
00016-3 

 Kundoo, A. (2007). Auroville: An Architectural Laboratory. Architectural Design, 77(6), 50–55. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/ad.557 

https://theaspd.com/index.php


International Journal of Environmental Sciences   
ISSN: 2229-7359 
Vol. 11 No. 22s, 2025  
https://theaspd.com/index.php 
 

5151  

 Nagy, B. (2018). Experimented methods to moderate the impact of climate change in Auroville. 
Ecocycles, 4(1), 20–31. https://doi.org/10.19040/ecocycles.v4i1.90 

 Nene, S. (2022). UNIVERSAL TOWNSHIP OF AUROVILLE, INDIA - A UNIQUE EXPERIMENT. 
International Journal of Advanced Research, 10(06), 667–684. https://doi.org/10.21474/IJAR01/14936 

 Obadia, L. (2020). Sur la terre, pour la terre, dans une terre : La territorialité de l’utopie éco- spirituelle 
d’Auroville (sud de l’Inde). Anthropologica, 62(2), 353–364. https://doi.org/10.3138/anth-2018-0057 

 Obadia, L. (2022). Auroville, archétype ou antonyme d’utopie ? Diogène, n° 273-274(1), 186–204. 
https://doi.org/10.3917/dio.273.0186 

 Obadia, L. (2023). Comme dans un vaisseau spatial. Terrain, 79, 124–135. https://doi.org/10.4000 
/terrain.26263 

 Oijevaar, A., Skoles, J., & Dubouchet, M. (2020). Lilaloka. In Routledge International Handbook of Play, 
Therapeutic Play and Play Therapy (pp. 79–88). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429327230-10 

 Parker, I. (2018). Auroville: city of the dawn, city of the future, now. Teknokultura. Revista de Cultura 
Digital y Movimientos Sociales, 15(2), 379–386. https://doi.org/10.5209/TEKN.59078 

 Reddy, D. S. (2022). Whither utopia? Contemporary South Asia, 30(3), 435–439. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/ 09584935.2022.2099815 

 Schumacher, L., Cady, S., Carr, A., & Wheeler, J. (2020). Self-Management and Work Performance: An 
Exploratory Cross-Cultural Study. International Journal of Indian Culture and Business Management, 1(1), 1. 
https://doi.org/10.1504/IJICBM.2020.10024106 

 Shinn, L. D. (1984). Auroville: Visionary Images and Social Consequences in a South Indian Utopian 
Community. Religious Studies, 20(2), 239–253. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0034412500016024 

 Vian, T. (2024). Préparer les élèves à un monde incertain : une éducation aurovillienne. Phronesis, 13(3), 
163–175. https://doi.org/10.7202/1114092ar 

 
 
 

 

  

https://theaspd.com/index.php
https://doi.org/10.4000
https://doi.org/10.1080/

