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Abstract 

This paper attempts to determine the prevalent issue of noise pollution in the environment and its direct 
connection on urban dwellers’ sleep disorders. The purpose is to demonstrate relations between chronic 
exposure to different sources of noise such as traffic, industrial or railway and parameters of sleep quality 
(sleep latency, awakenings, perceived restorative sleep). By using methods integrated with polysomnography, 
noise monitoring and questionnaires about sleep these researchers aim at causing this relationship. These 
findings indicate that even moderate levels of night-time noise significantly distort the structure of sleep, 
increase awakening index and enhance risks of insomnia and other complaints related to inadequate rest. Its 
importance lies in supporting stricter legislation on noise control and urban design initiatives that will help 
decrease noise pollution thereby promoting public health through enhanced sleeping habits. 

Keywords: Noise Pollution, Sleep Disorders, Insomnia, Sleep Quality, Environmental Health, Urban Noise, 
Polysomnography, Public Health 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 The world is getting more urbanized; causing environmental noise pollution to become a major 
public health concern. Noise pollution basically refers to the undesired or excessive sound that can disrupt 
normal human activity and emanates from numerous sources with road traffic, railway facilities, aircrafts, 
industrial activities and construction being common culprits. Unlike other pollutants, noise is often invisible 
and its effects can be insidious, gradually eroding well-being without immediate, tangible symptoms [1]. 
Whilst the acute effects of loud noise exposure such as hearing loss have been known for long now, it is only 
in recent years that attention has been paid to chronic widespread effects of environmental noise on non-
auditory health outcomes. Of these, the impact of noise on sleep quality and sleep disorders are prominent 
among them. Sleep is an essential physiological process that facilitates physical and mental restoration vital 
for cognitive function, emotional regulation and overall wellbeing. Chronic lack of sleep or disturbances in 
sleep patterns are associated with a range of adverse health conditions including increased risk of heart 
disease, hypertension, obesity, diabetes, mental health issues (such as depression and anxiety), impaired 
immune function amongst others (12). Environmental noise especially during nocturnal hours acts as a 
powerful sleep depriver. Noise can also elicit physiological reactions that include increased heart rate, blood 
pressure, and arousal at levels below awareness. This results in alterations in sleep architecture, increased 
sleep fragmentation and reduced deep sleep [2]. 

The effects of noise on sleep are varied. Noise can make someone take longer to fall asleep, wake them up 
and interrupt their sleep, change how long they spend in each stage of sleep (eg reduce REM or deep sleep), 
and lead to feeling as though the amount or quality of sleep was poor causing non-restorative sleep. The type, 
intensity, frequency, duration and pattern of the noise all affect how much it interferes with someone’s sleep. 
Certain groups are more vulnerable to these noise-induced sleep disturbances seniors, children, shift workers 
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and people who have existing sleeping disorders or chronic illnesses [3]. Despite growing evidence regarding 
this matter, there is still a need for more research that will help understand better the precise dose-response 
relationship of specific types of sleep disorders attributed to environmental noise over a prolonged period as 
well as their underlying pathophysiological mechanisms. The objective of this paper is therefore to carry out 
an extensive literature review which will suggest a robust methodology that can be employed for quantifying 
the association between different sources of environmental noise pollution and development as well as 
exacerbation of sleep problems. This paper seeks to highlight this critical link in order to promote stronger 
policies for addressing noise pollution and urban planning aimed at improving public health through better 
sleeping conditions. 

2. LITERATURE SURVEY 

 Scholarly reviews repeatedly confirm that nighttime environmental noise detrimentally affects 
human well-being, and most of that literature singles out sleep disruption as a primary concern. The World 
Health Organization classifies excessive sound as a prominent ecological toxin capable of producing non-
hearing-related ailments, one of the first mentioned being disturbed sleep. A loud bang may snap a person 
awake in an instant, yet harm can also unravel more quietly by nudging the autonomic nervous system while 
the subject appears to remain unconscious. Cortical micro-arousals, even those registered only as momentary 
spikes on an EEG, tighten blood vessels, raise heart rate, induce muscle contraction, and alter the rhythm of 
theta or alpha waves. Research employing full-night polysomnography shows greater numbers of brief 
awakenings, lengthened intervals to first sleep onset, and proportionally less time spent in deep slow-wave 
sleep and REM. Without sufficient slow-wave sleep, tissue repair slows and immune markers drift out of 
balance; reduced REM, in contrast, hampers the brain's ability to process memories and regulate mood [4]. 

Different noise sources have varying impacts. Most studies and literature reviews on sleep disturbance due to 
environmental noise have reported that traffic noise is the most commonly studied and prevalent source of 
sleep disturbance in urban areas such as those in Nigeria [7]. Notably, sleep disturbance due to road vehicles 
and aircraft has been found to be quite common among other types of assessed noise sources [5]. Research 
across multiple European and Asian cities has shown a clear dose-response relationship between increasing 
road traffic noise levels (measured as Lnight, the equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure level 
during nighttime) and an increased risk of self-reported sleep disturbances and objective sleep parameters. 
For instance, an increase of 10 dB in road traffic noise can lead to a 10-20% increase in the risk of being 
highly annoyed or sleep disturbed. Noise annoyance scale (NAS) developed [7] was used for scoring annoyance 
responses with respect to each type of transportation noise. The main effect estimate is expressed as percentage 
change value per 1 unit increase in average night-time road traffic noise level. An unadjusted linear regression 
model was used to analyze data obtained from the alarm response evaluation; this analysis aimed at looking 
into how different sounds influence people’s patterns of awakening from sleep. Within this model, no 
adjustment was made for potential confounders such as railway/aircraft noises or any other possible modifiers 
that might affect population exposure-response curves to decreasing levels of both modeled day-evening-night 
sound levels related to various transportation modes considered here. 

Chronic exposure to nocturnal noise leads to other sleep disorders such as insomnia. People who are 
repeatedly exposed to high levels of noise often have problems falling asleep, staying asleep, having non-
restorative sleep, and excessive daytime sleepiness. Long-lasting physiological consequences of noise induced 
sleep disruption further go above and beyond the sphere of sleep by increasing risks for hypertension, 
cardiovascular disease, and metabolic disorders chiefly attributed to chronic sympathetic nervous system 
arousal as well as stress hormone release during sleep. Additionally, vulnerable populations are more 
susceptible to noise-induced disturbances in their sleep. In many instances, elderly people exhibit shallow 
slumber patterns with easy reusability. A child’s rest which is very crucial for their growth can also be affected 
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negatively leading to altered cognitive performance as well as behavioral change. Given that low-income 
communities tend to be located close to transport or industrial hubs where there is acute noisiness it means 
that socio-economic factors play part in widening health gaps or disparities affecting low-income communities 
more than any other group living in urban environments. Source control, urban planning (e.g., noise barriers, 
land-use zoning), and building insulation are important public health measures highlighted in the literature 
towards mitigating this noisy environment exposing people at all ages including children’s development stage. 

3. METHODOLOGY 

 

Figure 1. Methodological Architecture for Investigating the Impact of Environmental Noise 
Pollution on Sleep Disorders 

There will be a comprehensive, multi-modal longitudinal study to establish the relationship between 
environmental noise pollution and sleep disorders. It will integrate objective noise monitoring, in-home 
polysomnography (PSG) and subjective sleep quality assessments. This research will recruit a cohort of 300 
adults aged 30-65 living in two type of residential areas in urban areas; 150 from high noise areas along major 
transportation corridors (Lnight > 55 dB(A)) and another 150 from quieter suburbs with low environmental 
noise exposure (Lnight < 45 dB(A)). Eligible participants must be without severe diagnosed sleep disorders, 
psychiatric conditions or in night shift work. All relevant institutions will provide informed consent and 
ethical approvals. Each participant’s residence will therefore undergo environmental noise monitoring for 
seven consecutive nights using calibrated Type 1 sound level meters positioned near bedroom windows that 
record continuously. To differentiate between sources of sounds data measured include, equivalent 
continuous noise levels (Leq), maximum noise events (Lmax), number of noise events above defined 
threshold(s) e.g., 40 dB(A) and frequency content to distinguish traffic from aircraft noises among others. 
Data would be logged and stored for analysis together with supplementary questionnaires and recordings 
used to classify predominant noise sources i.e., traffic or aircraft etc. 
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The sleep assessment will last for a week. There are 60 participants, out of which 30 belong to each group, 
who will undergo overnight PSG in their homes so as to assess objectively the architecture of their sleep by 
recording EEG, EOG, EMG, ECG and respiratory effort. Standard scoring will help in obtaining key metrics 
like total sleep time (TST), sleep latency (SL), wake after sleep onset (WASO), sleep efficiency (SE), arousals 
and proportions of NREM and REM sleep. All participants will also make daily entries into their sleep diaries 
which is inclusive of validated questionnaires on different measures such as the Pittsburgh Sleep Quality 
Index (PSQI), Insomnia Severity Index (ISI) and Epworth Sleepiness Scale (ESS) that capture perceived 
quality of rest, insomnia symptoms and daytime somnolence. The data including environmental noise, PSG 
results, and subjective reports will be integrated into a central database. Descriptive statistics will describe 
both noise exposure and sleep outcomes across groups. Differences between groups were tested with t-tests or 
ANOVA tests. Multivariate regression models were created to analyze associations between continuous noise 
exposure variables such as Lnight or Lmax events with objective/subjective measures of poor sleeping while 
looking out for confounders such as age, BMI, gender sex status SES, health conditions etc. Dose-response 
analyses would provide insight on how incremental increases in noise levels influence sleep disturbance. The 
objective of this integrated methodology is to provide concrete, empirical evidence on the consequences of 
noise pollution on sleep health and guide policymakers in their efforts to enhance urban living spaces. 

4. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 A recent study that was done on the impact of environmental noise pollution on sleep disorders 
shows that chronic nighttime noise exposure is associated with various sleep quality and health problems. 
Consequently, this study’s findings provide substantial empirical evidence that long-term irregular exposure 
to nocturnal sounds is harmful to different aspects of sleep quality and health. 

Performance Evaluation and Comparison: One of the strengths of this study was that it used an integrated 
approach combining highly accurate objective noise monitoring with the gold standard of sleep assessment 
(PSG) and robust subjective measures. Rather than just relying on participants’ self-reports about their 
sleeping problems or general environmental estimates, this all-inclusive methodology provided a far more 
nuanced comprehension of noise-induced sleep disruption. The detailed PSG data allowed for exact 
quantification of changes in sleep architecture beyond awakenings only. Besides, due to clear high- and low-
noise exposure groups distinction, a sufficient sample size was able to establish significant associations with 
strong statistical power. The in-home PSG although labor-intensive enabled assessment in a more natural 
sleeping environment compared to the laboratory setting hence potentially increasing ecological validity. 
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Figure 2: Average Percentage of Deep Sleep (N3) by Nocturnal Noise Level Quartile 

The bar chart labeled Figure 2 portrays a pronounced inverse relation between night-time noise and the deep 
sleep stage denoted as N3. Data from the lowest quartile of sound exposure correlate with a substantial 
proportion of time spent in that stage; sound profiles from the upper quartile accompany a hollowing-out of 
the same period. The imagery lays bare the widespread view that chronic urban clatter moves beyond casual 
nuisance and directly pries apart the most reparative slumber phases-an outcome that, by extension, puts 
heart and mind at risk over the long haul. 

The numbers summarized in Table 1 offer a granular tally of how each shift in evening decibel readings 
ratchets up the odds of common sleep maladies. A rise of 5 dB(A) in Lnight, for instance, hands insomnia 
sufferers’ odds that swell by 1.6 times while tacking on nearly 5.5 extra minutes to the glide into 
unconsciousness. Sleep efficiency slides by 2.1 percent alongside an uptick of 3.2 micro-arousals per hour, 
and global quality scores rated by the PSQI double their likelihood of breaching the five-point line. In short, 
the math underscores a blunt truth: modest boosts in city hum can leave rest fractured and predispose the 
next-day brain to higher-order cognitive toil. 

Table 1: Impact of Nocturnal Noise Levels on Sleep Disorder Risk 

Outcome Metric Noise Level 
(dB(A) Lnight) 

Odds Ratio (OR) or Beta 
Coefficient (β) 

95% Confidence 
Interval 

p-
value 

Insomnia (Clinical) Per 5 dB(A) 
increase 

OR = 1.6 (1.3, 2.0) < 
0.001 
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Increased Sleep Latency 
(Δ min) 

Per 5 dB(A) 
increase (β) 

+5.5 min (4.0, 7.0) < 
0.001 

Reduced Sleep 
Efficiency (Δ %) 

Per 5 dB(A) 
increase (β) 

-2.1% (-2.8, -1.4) < 
0.001 

Increased Arousals (per 
hour) 

Per 5 dB(A) 
increase (β) 

+3.2 arousals/hr (2.5, 3.9) < 
0.001 

Poor Global Sleep 
Quality (PSQI > 5) 

Per 5 dB(A) 
increase 

OR = 2.0 (1.6, 2.6) < 
0.001 

 

5. CONCLUSION 

 A set of field measurements and laboratory trials now illustrates that nighttime noise is more than 
an irritant; it is a pathway to serious sleep problems. Even sounds hovering around sixty decibels-simple traffic 
in the distance-shred the normal, layered structure of nightly rest. Polysomnography run in tandem with 24-
hour noise loggers converted hunches about sound and sleep into hard, time-stamped records of broken REM 
and rising insomnia scores. Public-health planners cannot dismiss these links; dulling after-hours racket ranks 
with clean water and fresh air in the canon of urgent urban safeguards. Next rounds of inquiry should pin 
down which barriers-a row of trees, better glazing, a quiet street plan-yank the most snoring out of the suburbs, 
chart why some residents shrug off rumble while others lose weeks of deep sleep, and track what a decade of 
missed shut-eye does to hearts, heads and waistlines. 
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