International Journal of Environmental Sciences
ISSN: 2229-7359

Vol. 11 No. 22s, 2025
https://theaspd.com/index.php

Between Conquest And Conscience: Empire-Making In Alex
Rutherford’s Raiders From The North”

Deepthi Singh'. B, Dr. Mary Thomas®

'Research Scholar, Department of English, Dr. M.G.R. Educational and Research Institute, Maduravoyal,
Chennai- 600095, dheepthisinghb@gmail.com

‘Research Supervisor, Professor, Dean, Department of English Dr. M.G.R. Educational and Research
Institute, Department of English, marythomas964@gmail.com

Abstract

This essay examines the complex relationship between conscience and conquest in Alex Rutherford's Raiders from the
North, paying special attention to Babur's moral, psychological, and emotional development as he changes from a Timurid
prince who has been uprooted to become the ruler of the Mughal empire. The story explores the inner world of a ruler
caught between dynastic ambition, moral struggle, and the burden of legacy, going beyond triumphalist depictions of
imperial founders. The study explores how Rutherford reimagines historical fiction to emphasize identity formation, cultural
interactions, and the emotional burden of empire-making, all while situating it within postcolonial and psycho-historical
frameworks. The story presents power as inextricably linked to weakness, uncertainty, and moral quandaries rather than
exalting imperial domination. By doing so, Raiders from the North offers a complex portrayal of leadership, legacy, and
historical memory while subverting colonial imagination and heroic stereotypes. By placing conscience at the center of
conquest and portraying empire as a complicated and profoundly human undertaking rather than a straight line of climb,
the book thus reinterprets the rules of historical fiction.
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INTRODUCTION

The Empire of the Moghul series, a meticulously detailed historical fiction story that retraces the lives and
legacy of the Mughal emperors, is introduced by Alex Rutherford's Raiders from the North. Babur, the
energetic and multifaceted creator of the Mughal Empire, is the focus of the first installment of the book,
which traces his turbulent transformation from a Timurid prince who was uprooted in Central Asia to a
powerful empire-builder in the Indian subcontinent.

Raiders from the North paints a vivid picture of Babur's early years, replete with military operations, strategic
alliances, spiritual reflection, and personal losses, all set against a backdrop of political unrest, betrayal by
family members, and unwavering ambition. This foundational tale is a text rich in emotional and
psychological depth since it not only depicts Babur's external conquests but also explores his inner world,
including his uncertainties, fears, and the weight of dynastic expectations.

Drawing from Babur's own memoirs Baburnama and other historical sources, the novel skillfully combines
creative storytelling with verifiable history as a work of historical fiction, utilizing narrative liberties to
dramatize and humanize events. By using this genre, Rutherford is able to examine the ambiguities of
historical accuracy, moral dilemma, and individual identity, portraying Babur as a man who is considering
the moral implications of leadership and power rather than just as a conqueror.

Raiders from the North challenges readers to examine the moral issues that underpin the creation of imperial
legacies and to reevaluate conventional heroic depictions through its examination of empire-making.
Authorial Perspective

In their retelling of the Mughal dynasty, British historians and authors Diana and Michael Preston, who share
the pseudonym Alex Rutherford, meticulously combine historical research with literary flair. Before starting
the Empire of the Moghul series, the two authors, who have expertise in history and science, wrote a number
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of nonfiction books that demonstrate their dedication to historical authenticity while balancing it with
creative writing.

The writers of Raiders from the North portray Babur as a profoundly reflective, morally torn, and emotionally
fragile monarch in addition to a valiant conqueror. Their representation stresses the moral and psychological
aspects of leadership rather than the traditional image of a triumphant monarch. Babur is seen struggling
with issues of faith, loyalty, identity, and legacy, frequently caught between the clamor of personal conscience
and the demands of dynastic ambition.

Rutherford's story subverts the exaltation of conquering by emphasizing the internal conflict and human
weakness that come with power through this nuanced portrayal. A postcolonial reassessment of Mughal
history is made possible by the writers' Western-yet-empathetic perspective, which recognizes the intricacies
of empire-building and Babur's cultural legacy. The novel gains depth from this nuanced portrayal, which
positions it as a profound examination of morals, leadership, and character as well as a history of historical
events.

Theme of the Article

The main thematic focus of this article is the strong conflict between conscience and conquest that runs
through Raiders from the North. Babur's military tactics, territorial aspirations, and unrelenting quest to
establish an empire are all clearly described in the story, but it also highlights the moral quandaries and
personal conflicts that accompanied his ascent to power. This dichotomy paints a more complicated and
humanized picture of leadership, where internal strife frequently casts a shadow over outward success.
Babur is also shown as a young man tormented by familial expectations, troubled by failure, and torn by the
bloodshed that fuels his achievements. His reflective periods, which are characterized by uncertainty, remorse,
and spiritual longing, contrast the weight of his conscience with the majesty of conquest. By doing this, the
book challenges the conventional heroic archetype of the empire-maker and instead examines the
psychological toll that power takes on individuals.

The issue of identification is closely related to this moral dilemma. Babur's identity is constantly altered as he
traverses several locales, civilizations, and allegiances. The essay explores the ways in which dynastic
inheritance, political aspirations, and cross-cultural interactions combine to create a complex and
contradictory identity. Babur's voyage thus turns into a profound examination of what it means to lead, to
inherit, and eventually to become, in addition to being a story of imperial expansion.

Conquest and Conscience: Shaping Identity Amidst Empire-Building

Alex Rutherford presents a multi-layered portrayal of Babur as both a tactician and a troubled soul in Raiders
from the North by deftly balancing the enormous spectacle of conquest with the subtle, inner workings of
conscience. The story follows Babur's development into the founder of the Mughal Empire, which was
characterized by territorial expansion, dynastic disputes, and military campaigns, but it never overlooks the
emotional toll that such accomplishments take. The tension and conceptual complexity of the story are
centered on this juxtaposition.

Dynastic ambition propels the novel's conquest as Babur attempts to regain his ancestral grandeur after
inheriting the burden of his Timurid ancestry. In addition to his strategic prowess, his unrelenting quest for
dominance and territory reflects his psychological desire to prove his legitimacy as the heir. But every military
triumph is tinged with a deep sense of disappointment, shame, and loss. Babur frequently has to make tough
choices, including political concessions, betrayals, and executions, which causes him to doubt the morality of
his reign. By showing him as a person pondering the moral ramifications of leadership, these morally
challenging moments help to humanize the emperor.

Babur's internal quest for self-discovery runs parallel to this external triumph. His identity is continually
negotiated through emotional, spiritual, and cultural experiences rather than being fixed. Babur's identity is
a synthesis of influences from his upbringing in Persian, Mongol, and Turkic customs as well as his
subsequent exposure to the varied cultural landscape of the Indian subcontinent. His introspective thoughts,
which are frequently motivated by longing, loneliness, and exile, show a man looking for purpose outside of

313



International Journal of Environmental Sciences
ISSN: 2229-7359

Vol. 11 No. 22s, 2025
https://theaspd.com/index.php

combat achievement. Thus, the story presents identity development as a process that is influenced by
conscience, memory, emotional susceptibility, and political desire.

In the end, Raiders from the North questions the traditional depiction of empire-builders as flat conquerors.
Rather, it portrays empire-building as a very human endeavor in which ambition and moral clarity are always
at odds and power is inextricably linked to internal strife. Babur emerges as a metaphor for the psychological
and ethical difficulties of leadership in a world that is divided and changing, torn between conscience and
conquest.

1. Motivations for Coming to India

Babur's invasion of India was motivated by a combination of historical vision, political necessity, and personal
ambition. His reasons were multifaceted and intricate, stemming from his desire to leave a legacy as well as
his experiences of loss. Babur was banished from his home territories, devoid of a kingdom but not without
ambition, after having been involved in wars throughout Central Asia for a large portion of his early life,
defending and losing cities like Samarkand and Ferghana. India offered itself as a place of opportunity and
salvation despite its extreme wealth and political division.

Survival was a major driving force behind Babur's invasion of India. Babur realized that his dynasty may
disappear if he did not secure a stable region after experiencing betrayals, shifting alliances, and losses at the
hands of opposing Turkic and Uzbek tribes. Unlike the more cohesive Central Asian powers, the Indian
subcontinent was divided into smaller kingdoms that were ready for conquest. Babur's practicality enabled
him to see the strategic benefit of taking advantage of this division.

But he had more than just military conquest in mind. Being sprung from both Timur and Genghis Khan,
Babur was acutely aware of his ancestry and saw the Indian voyage as a way to reestablish and validate his
imperial authority. He saw India not only as a battlefield but also as a platform to restore his ancestors' honor.
The empire he envisioned in India was to be a polished, culturally dynamic, and militarily powerful
continuation of the Timurid legacy.

Babur's motive was also subtly, but not significantly, influenced by religious beliefs. He was not a fervent
convert, but he would sometimes use Islam as a justification against leaders such as the Lodi Sultan Ibrahim,
whose empire was frequently depicted as corrupt and unfair. It is crucial to remember that Babur's purpose
was primarily dynastic and political, influenced by his desire to impose authority and order in his own name,
rather than purely religious.

Babur too found India's mythological charms to be appealing. In Central Asian courts, tales of the region's
legendary wealth, lush plains, and expansive cities had long been told. A nation where Babur might reinstall
himself as a sovereign emperor rather than a runaway prince, India represented not just monetary richness
but also a kind of cultural and political rebirth.

Thus, opportunity, aspiration, and displacement were the driving forces behind Babur's decision to travel to
India. With a strong desire for legacy and empire, it was a well-thought-out reaction to his political exile.
Raiders from the North presents this choice as a strategic and very personal turning point in Babur's life, one
that paved the way for the emergence of a new imperial dynasty in South Asia, rather than as a hasty act of
violence.

2. Loss of Ancestral Lands in Central Asia

One of the main factors influencing Babur's mentality, goals, and ultimate decision to travel to India in
Raiders from the North was the loss of his ancestral homeland in Central Asia. Babur was born in Andijan
in 1483, and at the age of twelve, he acquired the Ferghana throne. Babur's claim to authority was
continuously contested by both internal uprisings and external invasions, even though he was a direct
descendant of Genghis Khan on his mother's side and Timur on his father's. Tribal conflicts, disintegration,
and the emergence of new powers like the Uzbeks under Muhammad Shaybani characterized the unstable
political climate of Central Asia in the late 15th and early 16th centuries.
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Babur's first attempts to take and hold Samarkand, a city that was tactically and symbolically important since
it was connected to his ancestor Timur, failed. Even though he managed to capture Samarkand for a short
time, he was repeatedly driven out and had to retreat. Despite their audacity and ambition, these early military
operations exposed Babur's shaky control over Central Asia. He was exiled and dispossessed—a prince without
a safe kingdom—after his power base was undermined by Shaybani Khan's repeated victories over him and
the shifting allegiances of tribal leaders.

Babur was profoundly affected psychologically by this experience of political instability, treachery, and
displacement. Rutherford depicts these casualties in Raiders from the North as both human tragedies and
military defeats. Babur is shown as a monarch troubled by the weight of his ancestors' expectations but also
troubled by his failure to protect and defend his country. His thoughts, which are rife with resentment and
longing, highlight the severe emotional wounds these losses caused. His unwavering desire to locate a new
center of power—a new empire where he can restore the honor of his dynasty—is a result of the agony of not
being able to protect the territories of his ancestors.

But this disinheritance also has a transforming effect. It compels Babur to reconsider his plans, coalitions,
and royal philosophy. Though never completely given up, the dream of Central Asia progressively loses its
viability as a political objective and instead becomes symbolic—a remembrance of lofty beginnings. This
change in emphasis signals the start of a geographical and psychological realignment with India.

Moreover, Babur's identity as a leader who is both adaptable and a nostalgic exile is shaped in part by the loss
of Central Asian territories. He learns to negotiate new geographies, cultures, and political environments
while never losing sight of his Timurid roots. He also learns from his early mistakes the value of diplomacy
over foce and unity over ambition, which he would later use in his operations in India.

Essentially, the loss of ancestral lands serves as a trigger as well as a pain. Babur is pushed toward a new future
even if he is deprived of his homeland. Rutherford's portrayal emphasizes how opportunity can arise from
exile and how imperial ideals, despite their historical roots, frequently call for a rethinking of what can be
possible in the future. Both Babur's life and the establishment of the Mughal Empire itself revolve on this
theme of loss and rebirth.

3. Desire to Revive the Timurid Legacy

Babur's steadfast determination to bring back the Timurid tradition is one of the main motivations behind
his imperial vision in Raiders from the North. Babur was brought up with a keen sense of his aristocratic
heritage as the great-great-grandson of Timur (Tamerlane), and he recognized early on that he was the heir to
a magnificent but waning imperial heritage. Throughout the book, his ambition and inner conflicts are fueled
by this ingrained sense of dynastic responsibility.

Babur is portrayed by Rutherford as a figure caught between historical duty and personal survival. Babur's
resolve to preserve the dignity and splendor of the Timurid dynasty endures in the face of political unrest,
treachery, and military setbacks. He sees his conquests as essential to restoring the authority, culture, and
power that his ancestors once possessed rather than as acts of self-aggrandizement. His attempts to establish
an empire are therefore symbolic actions of historical restoration as well as strictly political.

Babur's leadership style and cultural perspective are also influenced by his ambition to bring back the Timurid
tradition. He aspires to dominate, but to do it in a manner that upholds the Timurid ideals of
cosmopolitanism, fairness, and elegance. Babur demonstrates an interest in poetry, architecture, and the arts—
fields for which Timur's court was renowned—even during times of war. His regard for other religious and
ethnic communities, his use of Chagatai Turkish in autobiographical writing, and his admiration for Persian
culture all point to an imperial model based on Timurid sophistication and pluralism.

Babur is tense as a result of this romanticization of his heritage. In stark contrast to the splendor of Timur's
empire, the real world he inherits is hostile and fractured. Babur frequently has to make practical decisions
that go against the romanticized picture of his ancestry, such as partnerships, concessions, and violent acts.
This mismatch highlights the disconnect between historical legacy and current reality and becomes a source
of internal struggle. Rutherford does a wonderful job at capturing this, showing Babur as both motivated and
constrained by the past.
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In this sense, India serves as a backdrop for the Timurid dream's resuscitation. Babur looks southward when
the Uzbeks conquer Central Asia, not to leave behind his culture but to transplant and revitalize it in a new
place. Though in a distinct geographic and cultural context, his mission in India is more than just a conquest;
it is a deliberate attempt to bring back royal greatness. Babur stands out from other exiled monarchs of his
era due to his adaptability and vision, which are reflected by this reinvention of empire.

As a esult, the Timurid legacy in Raiders from the North is more than just a setting; it plays a major role in
determining Babur's character, choices, and fate. Rutherford presents this lineage as a living ideal that Babur
must remodel and uphold via perseverance, ambition, and adaptation rather than as a static inheritance. The
Mughal Empire's resuscitation of the Timurid name signifies the turning of a sentimental desire into a new
historical fact.

4. Initial Experiences Upon Entering India

As portrayed in Raiders from the North, Babur's first impressions of India are characterized by a complex
fusion of wonder, prudence, cultural engagement, and strategic deliberation. Although India was fertile, rich,
and politically divided, it was also very different from Babur in many respects. The conflicts between his
imperial aspirations and the real difficulties of capturing and assimilating a new region are evident in his early
encounters with the subcontinent.

Babur is astounded by the Indian landscape's immense diversity and richness when he first arrives. Its verdant
plains, profusion of rivers, and natural splendor, which stands in stark contrast to the more abrasive
landscapes of Central Asia, astound him. However, the recognition of India's political complexity soon
dampens this feeling of awe. India was a patchwork of kingdoms, warlords, and sultans, many of whom
possessed significant power and military prowess, in contrast to the more cohesive khanates or tribal areas he
had previously fought in.

Evaluating the legitimacy and susceptibility of the governing authorities, especially the Lodi dynasty, was one
of Babur's first tasks. Under Sultan Ibrahim Lodi's leadership, he witnesses corruption, discontent within the
government, and treason, which he astutely takes as a chance to win over the local populace. Babur's
diplomatic pragmatism is evident in his early dealings with Indian nobles, many of whom were fed up with
Lodi rule. He looks for partnerships and makes an effort to present himself as a liberator rather than an
invading foreign power rather than depending only on military might.

Babur's early successes are not without opposition and adversity, though. He has to deal with supply problems,
infections, and strange climates, among other logistical challenges. His soldiers find it difficult to adjust to
the heat and terrain of India because they are used to the chilly mountains of Kabul and the steppes of Central
Asia. Rutherford eloquently demonstrates these challenges by showing Babur as a leader who is learning to
adjust both tactically and psychologically to a new setting rather than as an unfailing victor.

Babur's acquaintance with cultural differences is another important part of his early Indian life. Babur is first
alienated from the regional religious and social practices of the Indian subcontinent, particularly those of the
predominantly Hindu populace, while being a Muslim emperor. But instead of responding with intolerance,
he progressively starts to embrace a more flexible and inclusive leadership style, realizing that political control
requires cultural awareness. This change indicates his increasing understanding that governing India will
involve empathy and cultural negotiation in addition to military might.

Babur's identification as the first in a new dynasty of Indian emperors, rather than just a foreign invader, was
shaped in large part by these early experiences. Babur's arrival in India, according to Rutherford, marks a
turning point in history where ambition and legacy-building start to coexist. His preparation for the more
significant responsibilities of governing, integrating, and establishing the Mughal empire is aided by the early
difficulties, both psychological and practical.

In conclusion, Babur's initial experiences in India are not, in a straightforward sense, triumphant. Adaptive
resilience, cultural curiosity, and strategic patience are characteristics that distinguish them. His ultimate
consolidation of power and the establishment of a new empire, which would permanently change the history
of the subcontinent, were made possible by his early experiences.
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5. Challenges Faced by Babur

Babur had a difficult time establishing the Mughal Empire in India. Numerous obstacles encountered during
his campaigns put his determination, leadership, and flexibility to the test. In Raiders from the North, Alex
Rutherford demonstrates how Babur's early years in India were influenced by a number of linguistic, cultural,
environmental, and political challenges that challenged his imperial ambition in addition to battle and
conquest.

The linguistic barrier was one of Babur's biggest obstacles. Regional dialects, courtly Hindavi, and Sanskrit
among the literati were among the major languages in the Indian subcontinent, although Babur and his men
spoke Chagatai Turkish and Persian. It was challenging to communicate with soldiers, emissaries, and local
rulers. Babur frequently needed to rely on trusted advisors and interpreters to help him overcome this
language barrier. This obstacle occasionally caused miscommunications during diplomatic and conflict
discussions, making it more difficult to build partnerships or win over local support.

This was closely related to the problem of cultural differences. Babur had never heard of India's religious
diversity, especially the country's large Hindu majority. The power systems, social norms, and rituals were very
different from what he had experienced in Persia and Central Asia. Babur took a cautious approach to these
distinctions at first, but he eventually came to understand them more fully. Babur's readiness to conform to
local standards, such as honoring Indian traditions and enlisting a varied group of advisors, is seen by
Rutherford as a crucial quality that aided in his consolidation of power. Nevertheless, the first cultural
dissonance made it challenging to establish legitimacy and compel allegiance in strange social settings.

The landscape and climate of India, which differed greatly from the mountainous regions of Ferghana and
Kabul, constituted another significant barrier. Babur's men, accustomed to colder temperatures, had health
and morale challenges in the hot, humid plains of North India. The subcontinent's size, together with its
deep woods, river systems, and uncharted territory, made supply chain management and military operations
much more difficult. Rutherford eloquently explains how Babur's army was beset by illness, fatigue, and
strange food supplies, all of which hindered their progress and caused internal strife.

Another major problem was the loyalty of his men. Despite the fact that many of Babur's men were Central
Asian combat veterans, they were fighting protracted wars with unpredictable results far from home in a
foreign country. Desertions were prevalent, and morale was often erratic. In order to keep his troops together,
Babur had to strike a balance between discipline and motivation. He did this by offering incentives, land
pledges, and appeals to dynastic pride.

Opposition from regional leaders presented ideological and strategic risks. The Rajput monarchs, the Lodi
dynasty, and other independent chieftains were resistant to foreign rule. A pivotal event that highlights the
extent of Babur's resistance was the Battle of Panipat (1526) against Ibrahim Lodi. Many Indian monarchs
had the advantage of local knowledge, walled towns, and regional alliances in addition to their military might,
which made conquest much more challenging.

Summing up Babur faced a variety of linguistic, cultural, political, and environmental difficulties in India.
However, it was by conquering these challenges that he became a dynamic and flexible leader. He established
the foundation for the Mughal Empire's lasting legacy by becoming a king who recognized the difficulties of
governing a culturally varied nation rather than merely using power.

6. Cultural and Identity Negotiation

The intricate balancing act Babur makes between his Timurid-Islamic ancestry and India's culturally
heterogeneous terrain is one of the main themes in Raiders from the North. Babur, a Central Asian prince
who has been uprooted and is trying to build an empire in a distant country, is torn between his kinship ties
and the responsibilities of leading a diverse and culturally unique populace. The story of conquest gains
psychological depth as a result of this internal conflict, which turns into a major location for identity
development and change.
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Babur is profoundly influenced by his Timurid heritage, which he sees as a spiritual duty rather than just a
genetic inheritance. Babur has a great feeling of dynastic pride and religious responsibility because he is
descended from the famous conquerors Timur and Genghis Khan. He inherited values from Persianate
Islamic literature, customs, and courtly decorum from his upbringing in the Islamic courts of Ferghana and
Kabul. Babur's worldview is based on these cultural moorings, and he opposes assimilation into Indian society
for a large portion of his early years out of concern that it would weaken his heritage and undermine the
legitimacy of his rule.

Babur, however, is exposed to India's varied cultural, religious, and social frameworks the longer he is there.
Babur's Central Asian heritage stands in stark contrast to the diversified traditions of the Indian subcontinent,
especially the predominance of Hindu practices and the existence of various regional faiths. At first, Babur
shows contempt or uneasiness for several Indian customs, particularly those that seem alien or contradictory
with his spiritual beliefs. However, Rutherford presents Babur as a leader who can gradually adjust, not for
convenience but rather because he is beginning to see that effective governance in India calls for more than
just military might.

Although cautious, this adaptation process is important. Babur doesn't give up his Islamic identity; rather, he
starts making sensible decisions that show a changing perspective on the Indian context. He engages with
local leaders, welcomes Indian advisors and warriors into his court, and demonstrates respect for native
customs. These acts show a deliberate cultural negotiation in which Babur tries to strike a balance between
his imperial ambitions and the realities of governing a diverse nation; they do not signify complete cultural
assimilation. Rutherford gently emphasizes how Babur's identity changes as a result of experiences with
diversity and the demands of leadership.

On a deeper level, this cultural experience causes Babur to ponder on himself and wonder about his identity
outside of his Timurid ancestry and military rank. Readers are given insights into his quest for acceptance as
he chronicles his experiences and acknowledges periods of uncertainty. Is he an intruder from abroad? A
legitimate heir to an illustrious heritage? Or is a new Indian king forging his own route! The psychological
conflict between exile and settlement, as well as between origin and destination, is reflected in these queries.
Babur's negotiation of culture and identity in Raiders from the North represents a significant metamorphosis.
Rutherford's depiction does not promote cultural purity or romanticize assimilation. Rather, it emphasizes
how identity is complicated, contested, and dynamic in a postcolonial setting where selfhood, culture, and
power are continuously renegotiated. The book examines the moral and emotional ramifications of empire-
building through Babur, not only as territorial conquest but also as self-conquest.

CONCLUSION

The novel Raiders from the North by Alex Rutherford provides a powerful literary portrayal of empire as a
morally complex and psychologically fraught journey rather than as a straightforward story of domination
and growth. The story explores the moral, emotional, and cultural nuances that underpin imperial ambition
through Babur. Rutherford presents Babur as a tormented king who is motivated by legacy, molded by trauma,
and plagued by the repercussions of power, rather than exalting conquest. The central idea in Rutherford's
reimagining of empire-building is Babur's dual representation as a conqueror and a person troubled by
conscience.

The study has demonstrated how Raiders from the North turns Babur from a remote historical figure into a
profoundly human persona by fusing literary reflection with historical realism. He challenges the heroic
stereotypes frequently connected to founding emperors by highlighting the psychological toll of leadership
through his internal conflicts, spiritual thoughts, and emotional losses. Rutherford's complex narration shows
that empire-building is a morally complex and intensely personal process that involves difficult decisions,
introspection, and unresolved guilt.

Babur's imperial path is made more difficult by religious pluralism and cultural identity. Babur has to balance
the cultural and spiritual complexities of Hindustan with his Timurid ancestry as he travels through various
regions. According to Rutherford, this is a continuous process of conflict and adaptation rather than a smooth
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absorption. This makes it possible to view the book from a postcolonial perspective, in which conquering
turns into a place of moral ambiguity, cultural encounter, and hybridity.

In the end, the paper makes the case that Rutherford's book rewrites the traditional account of empire. It
examines the moral and emotional ramifications of power rather than just winning. In Babur's tale, conquest
is invariably accompanied by conscience, which makes him both an empire-builder and a thoughtful person
troubled by the human cost of it. By accomplishing this, Raiders from the North transcends historical fiction
and turns into a moral investigation of heritage, leadership, and identity. The study encourages more research
into the ways that historical fiction might alter our perceptions of previous empires by analyzing the frail
humanity of those who established them as well as by narrating their ascent.
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