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Abstract: 
Medical tourism, the act of move abroad in search of treatment, has reformed the normal health-care business and 
has set a replacement benchmark for each country round the globe. India is rising as a first-rate destination as a result 
of Indian hospitals are well-equipped with the newest technology and have extremely qualified and old workers that 
may give timely and quality medical treatment to the patients. Therefore, the current study highlights the expansion 
entrepreneurship in medical commercial enterprise business in India. The study analyzed 3 chains of hospitals in 
India, particularly Apollo hospitals, Fortis Healthcare, and Max healthcare, providing treatment to the medical 
tourists. The results depict that these hospitals are providing world category treatment to foreign patients and therefore 
the lower prices of treatments, top quality of care, refined infrastructure, and state of-the-art technology employed by 
the Indian medical service suppliers is taking part in a very important role in up medical commercial enterprise in 
India. It paves way for many entrepreneurships in the industry of medical tourism. 
Keywords Medical Tourism, hospitals, entrepreneurship, services, technology. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Medical tourism: a short historical summary and modern problems 
Inundated by the wave of knowledge relating to the spectacular development of medical tourism, we 
might assume that it's a development, if not new, a minimum of recent. However, the idea of medical 
tourism is nearly as previous as medication itself. Universal culture tells North American nation through 
fables, stories and legends regarding the adventures of legendary heroes to get potions and cures for 
themselves et al in would like, or trying to find wizard fountains of youth, immortality an deternal beauty. 
Though the employment of mineral springs with in the treatment of varied diseases appears to has been 
knowledgeable in several ancient cultures, anthropology evidences and records permit North American 
nation to state that the primary clear arguments regarding medical tourism dates thousands of years a 
gone, once the traditional Greeks had crossed the Mediterranean to succeed in the land known as 
Epidaurus, close to the Salonic Gulf, at the sanctuary of the healing god Asklepios. 
Historical data and oral tradition additionally mention “the island of Kos - within the south Sporades 
cluster of Aegean islands- wherever medical practitioner, the legendary doctor, might have begun his 
career”. Later, the Romans discovered and appreciated the worth of natural curative springs and thermal 
baths, building and exploiting various institutions throughout the empire; among them, the foremost 
notable ones appear to be bathtub (now UK) - a temple and place of healing, genus Aix and Vichy (France), 
metropolis and watering hole (Germany), Baden (Austria), Aquincum (now a part of Óbuda district of 
national capital, Hungary) or city (Romania). Persia has additionally historical roots and tradition as 
destination for medical tourism. The Indian sub-continent has been visited by a continuing stream of 
travelers in search of medical alternatives, Early Indian medication chemical analysis somewhere over 
five,000 years alone. Ayurveda has been preserved by the individuals of India as a real “science of life” and 
therefore the authentic thanks to like this ancient medical methodology was to jaunt the lands of 
Ayurveda’s origins. 
Chinese medication is additionally a really massive subject and its influence and name have surpassed for 
way back the borders of the region, acting as a true a magnet for several pilgrims, individuals in pain or 
just curious. nearer to our days, towards the top of the medieval amount, it's been associate 
degree extended movement to discover ancient Roman treatment centers. Seeking for notable physicians 
or specific treatments begin to be a wide spread concern. Even though the travel conditions, the prices and 

4Assistant Professore, Dpartment of Management Studies, Fatima Michael College of Engineering &Technology
 Madurai.

3Director, Department of Management Studies, St. Michael College of Engineering, Kalayarkoil, 
Sivaganagai

1Prof & Head, Department of Management studies, Solamalai College of Engineering 

 
Dr. G. Pandi Selvi1, Dr.G.Dhinesh2, Dr.N.Rajesh Kumar3, Dr.A.Ayyanar4, A.Ashok Kumar5 

5Research Scholar, Department of  Management studies, Madurai Kamaraj University



International Journal of Environmental Sciences 
ISSN: 2229-7359 
Vol. 11 No. 21s, 2025 
https://theaspd.com/index.php 

3461 
 

danger screated the travels very tough, history preserves the names of some nice personalities United 
Nations agency became, by can or by necessity, real “brands” of medical tourists. Thus, Michel Eyguem 
Diamond State Montaigne, the good French thinker of the Renaissance, “traversed the continent for 9 
years in hunt for acure for a difficult gall bladder downside he's same to be the foremost noteworthy 
medical tourist”. Historical records of those medical tourists avant la letter permits North American nation 
to grasp that long travel for medical functions were primarily restricted to flush or actually desperate 
individuals. 
In present, most of the physical, economic or cultural barriers are removed, and international travel has 
become additional accessible. Increasing communications and therefore the inexorable progress of 
world market economy has stirred massive and numerous classes of individuals to travel, seeking 
formedicalcure,foreudemoniaorjusttogethealthylifestylesthereforethisstudywasundertakentoclarify 
entrepreneurship opportunities and ethics boundaries in medical tourism. 
 
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
• To explore the growth of entrepreneurship in medical tourism industry in India. 
• To make suggestions on the basis of the findings of the study to improve medical tourism in India. 
 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
The present study attempts to highlight the growth of entrepreneurship in medical tourism industry in 
India. For the purpose of achieving the objective of the study, secondary data has been used. Three chains 
of hospitals in India, namely Apollo hospitals, Fortis healthcare and Max healthcare, providing world 
class medical care to the medical tourists, have been analyzed. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
India is showing up as a significant clinical the travel industry market player Fundamentally because of two 
to and for factors. Right off the bat, India can give excellent consideration for exceptionally minimal price 
and besides, the expense of clinical consideration is contacting restrictive levels in the created nations 
particularly in the US, Britain, and so on Along these lines, cost adequacy or relative benefit in the 
development of clinical consideration is referred to as the buzzword for drawing in both unfamiliar and 
non-inhabitant Indian patients to India. The nation can give elite clinical consideration for a portion of 
the expense brought about in the created nations because of the accessibility of moderately less expensive 
however quality labour, low-evaluated drugs, and other framework (Godwin,2004), the motto being„ First 
World treatment at Third World prices‟. 

 
 
Economic dimensions of medical tourism: trade, service, price and quality 
As per World Trade Organization and World Health Organization there are four models concerning the 
business and exchange with clinical benefits, specifically the accompanying: 
• Cross-line supply of wellbeing administrations: new advances and developments in interchanges 
empower far off conveyance of clinical benefits past public boundaries, and these open doors increase, 
somewhat, the wellbeing advising administrations given by an enormous number of medical clinics. 
Notwithstanding, because of curiosity, deficient testing or objective constraints, we can't talk about a huge 
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degree of such administrations: far off a medical procedure stays a component of the excellent rather than 
a typical practice, even in enormous clinics from created nations; 
• Utilization of wellbeing administrations abroad: The product of wellbeing administrations to 
unfamiliar patients is considered by certain specialists as a chance for monetary improvement This is the 
situation of many agricultural nations that have decided to foster customary and elective medication 
administrations, to take advantage of the lower levels of expenses of work, protection and furthermore 
the nearby practices; 
• Business presence. Expanding travellers treams because of clinical reasons, and including the private 
area and foundations liable for health care coverage (public or private) have brought about an expanded 
presence of unfamiliar interest in beneficiary nations - from clinical foundations to convenience offices, 
advising and so forth A greater part of these ventures are the after effect of two-sided courses of action, 
rather than impacts of market advancement; 
• Development of clinical staff as regular people: Basically, this mode depends on the free development 
of clinical staff in various nations of the world, for treating neighborhood patients. The assortment of 
these developments is significant, both as far as intricacy and authoritative nature: wilful, 
reciprocal/common trade or on a paid premise. 
Developments and business opportunities in medical tourism 
Ongoing information on clinical the travel industry peculiarity uncovers the significance of this fragment, 
both of clinical and vacationer nature similarly, recommending in similar time the colossal development 
potential for the following many years. Clarify the shortened form totally first and afterward contraction 
(OECD) in sights consider clinical the travel industry as the main part of exchange with well being 
administrations (i.e., actual development of patients across bound aries to get treatment), yet in addition, 
they notice the flourishing classification of exchange with labor and products remotely conveyed, for 
example, drugs requested from one more nation or indicative administrations gave from a specialist in 
one country to a patient in another country. Consequently, somewhere in the range of 2015 and 2017, 
the worldwide clinical the travel industry has produced yearly incomes of roughly 60 billion US Dollars, 
with a yearly development of around 20%, albeit more reasonable assessments show clinical the travel 
industry incomes around 40 billion US Dollars for 2018. The figures announced for OECD nations 
uncover an all-out income from clinical benefits (products and imports) of around 6 billion US Dollars 
in 2018, (Table 1) but it is likely to be an underestimated figure. 
 
Table 1 Share of imports and exports of medical services in total medical expenditures in selected OECD 
countries (2018) 

Country Share in total expenditure for health 
care (%) 

Country Share in total expenditure for health 
care (%) 

 Import Export  Import Export 
Luxembourg 9.49 1.15 Czech 

Republic 
0.21 3.58 

Island 1.11 0.02 Korea 0.18 0.15 
Portugal 1.02 NA France 0.14 0.15 
Germany 0.47 NA Poland 0.06 1.62 
Hungary 0.3 2.08 United 0.05 0.06 
   Kingdom   
Canada 0.24 0.08 USA 0.04 0.11 
Source: OECD (2019). Health at a Glance 2019. OECD Indicators, pp. 158-59. NA: Not available 
• The figures from OECD reports show that the size of clinical the travel industry consumption is 
negligible for most OECD nations, yet developing (more significant qualities are accounted for by 
Germany for the imports of clinical labor and products, and Portugal as far as cross-line streams of 
patients). For instance, assuming the instance of the prosperous state Luxembourg appears to be excellent, 
with its kin considerably consuming clinical benefits abroad, OECD insights note that, all the more as of 
late, numerous Central and Eastern European nations have become well known objections for patients 
from other European nations, particularly for dental consideration and medical procedure. The yearly 
income development enrolled over the most recent five years is very critical for nations like Czech 
Republic (28%) and Poland(42%). 
• The main worldwide clinical the travel industry objections incorporate Turkey, Brazil, Thailand, 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4433721/table/T1/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4433721/table/T1/
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Taiwan, India, Singapore, Pakistan, Korea, Mexico, Malaysia, while in the Central and Eastern Europe 
could be referenced Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Russia and Latvia. 
 
• Without a doubt, clinical the travel industry is a roaring portion (as far as exercises, entertainers and 
incomes) which makes it profoundly penetrable to business visionary boat. Business venture can happen 
in different regions yet shouldn't disregard the exceptional idea of clinical exercises (see the conversation 
beneath, about the" commodification "of medical care) and the specific principles forced by a total clinical 
the travel industry: material, monetary and hierarchical assets. 
• Notwithstanding, business has opened a wide field of activity both inside the travel industry itself and 
inside corresponding clinical benefits, for example, 
• Specific administrations for vacationer transportation: Tourists driven by clinical reasons 
addressaspecialtymarketwithaninterestingprofileandinthiswaysatisfactoryforarrangementof a wide scope 
of redone administrations; 
• The travel industry organizations and visit administrators; in view of cautious statistical surveying on 
approaching and active nations: These organizations can imagine, plan, create and sell items and 
administrations that best add to the necessities of clinical vacationers. For instance, we can make reference 
to contracts for exceptional use, pre-consultation administrations, associations with specific clinical 
specialists, enlistment in facilities or medical clinics, visas, clinic guide administrations, interpreters, 
booking rooms at inns nearby clinics and therapy communities for people going with, brief excursions 
and visits in encompassing regions, adjusted to the endorsed exertion, protection, wheel seats, suggested 
diet and so forth; 
• Traveler work places situated in emergency clinics : Hospitals planning to sell clinical benefits for 
unfamiliar vacationer are keen on a devoted vacationer office, even nearby, which should go about as a 
promoting division of the emergency clinic, by overseeing both explicit in ward endlessly benefits given 
by different accomplices (e.g., neighborhood visit administrators) and offering extra-types of assistance, 
for example, tagging, acquiring or expanding visas, unfamiliar trade and soon; 
• Proficient administrations: They incorporate reservations programming, support, distant clinical 
counsels, and so forth; 
• Health focuses, habitats for restoration, elective treatments and so forth: They can be created inside 
or close to existing vacationer convenience offices, promoting specific practices or neighborhood regular 
assets; 
 
The limits of medical tourism expansion: From economic to social, and back to bioethical perspective 
Globalization of medical care administrations through clinical the travel industry could raise difficult 
issues to wellbeing frameworks both in objective nations and in-home nations, and furthermore to the 
patients engaged with these worldwide streams. Indeed, even the nature and the activity of these outcomes 
are unique; many sections of common society raise genuine questions on the advantages expressed in 
clinical the travel industry advancement. 
For getting nations: Promoting clinical the travel industry could be a genuine greeting to the worldwide 
spread of infectious sicknesses in nations in which they never showed up, and to which they might be 
totally ill- equipped. The likelihood for a quick spread of these sicknesses is given by the adaptability of 
air transportation, yet in addition by the circumstance that a considerable lot of these patients share with 
occupants and different explorers the touristic and public offices, and frequently they go into an objective 
country without explicitly proclaiming the genuine reason and by overlooking (intentional or not) to 
announce their condition of well being. 
Numerous associations act against the boundless advancing of clinical the travel industry in 
underdeveloped nations, asserting that the clinical framework accessible in these nations is far to satisfy 
even the homegrown need. 
They express that clinical the travel industry allies' contention-i.e., the way that piece of the incomes 
procured by medical clinics in the underdeveloped nations from rich patients from created nations will 
get back to the nearby wellbeing framework, adding to further developing foundation, giving meds and 
clinical benefits to neighbourhood individuals - isn't just trade, yet in addition misleading. All things 
considered, a large portion of these sections will experience the ill effects of the impact of spillage- 
currently revealed in other the travel industry fragments, like extravagance the travel industry in 
fascinating objections, and by outcome really inconsequential income will add to the advancement of 
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beneficiary nations. The greater part of that cash will return in the rich nations (through outside over the 
top costs made by medical clinic organizations in administration contract, advancement, travel) or they 
will essentially go to "little islands" of neighbourhood success (colossal pay rates to supervisors, to certain 
doctors and soon) 
The contention that well-to-do individuals (fundamentally from abroad however even affluent local 
people) would clearly incline toward a few selective clinical offices and along these lines will liberated from 
pressure most clinical offices doesn't stand. Truth be told, the public authority and neighbourhood experts 
in unfortunate nations empowered by the evident monetary incomes acquired from clinical the travel 
industry will rearrange the deficient wellbeing spending plans assets to sumptuous emergency clinics and 
will inconvenience "famous" emergency clinics, swarmed and underfunded. Zeroing in public assets on 
treating unfamiliar patients will hurt the possibilities of their own residents to appropriate satisfactory 
therapy; the "rationales" of the benefits of extravagance the travel industry advancement (primarily the 
"sendout" of administrations) can't be applied to the "trade" of medical services administrations, as they 
could redirect human and material assets (inadequate at any rate) from own residents to clinical 
vacationers. 
The "swarming out" peculiarity (as a slippery expansion) is one more issue related with clinical the travel 
industry. In instances of repetitive and reliable clinical travellers’ entrances, the expense of medical 
services for nearby patients in the getting nation will ascend, because of expanding wages and assumptions 
for clinical staff and providers; along these lines, clinical benefits and merchandise become more 
expensive to neighbourhood patients. Obviously, this issue would vanish on the off chance that the 
advantages from clinical the travel industry incomes would be (moderately) adjusted appropriated inside 
the general public (straightforwardly or in a roundabout way), and accordingly they would animate 
development. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Com-modification of healthcare, by reworking medical workers “from healers to dealers”, mustn't beat 
tributed to entrepreneurship, or to tiny and medium businesses growing within the shadow of 
international flows of medical tourists. The entrepreneurs couldn't be command liable for value 
differential that makes medical treatment in developing countries to be many times cheaper than in 
developed countries. abundant of the business business related to the movement and residence of foreign 
patients don't seem to be terribly massive and, important, they are doing not concern nor have 
an effect on medical act. Similarly, neither medical man from receiving countries mustn't be command by 
adverse effects of traveler flows, although their services square measure (or ought to be) rewarded 
significantly higher than publicly systems from the recipient countries. 
We take into account that the causes reside 1st within the weaknesses of public health systems, the 
guiltiness —Profit able for the few, black for the numerous—of those systems decoupled from the realities 
and wishes of taxpayers with massive international capital. Together, they need the facility to remodel, 
promote and capitalize in an especially heavy manner the mix of low-cost medical services, luxury edifice 
amenities and exotic destinations. As we've got declared on top of, the step begins to be created by massive 
public and personal insurance firms. It’ll actually result in increasing medical business flows, to associate 
increaseing range of citizens from made countries looking for medical procedures and coverings abroad. 
On the opposite hand, the social and economic effects on the medical units’ capability to serve individuals 
in un developed countries, the extraordinarily unequal distribution of financial gain from medical 
business, and therefore the health systems crisis in traveler emitting countries may sway be excessive prices 
borne by the bulk of citizens. 
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