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Abstract: 
 The flow dynamics in a stenosis artery with an obstruction are solved using a finite difference technique in this 
study, taking the permeability parameter's effects into account. The Crank-Nicolson method is used to solve the 
governing equations. With special attention to the impact of porosity, the results are interpreted in the context of 
blood flow through a stenosis artery. High shear stress is unlikely to cause atherosclerotic lesions, according to 
quantitative numerical models for both steady and pulsatile flows. The role of porosity is found to be significant, 
especially in conditions related to cholesterol accumulation and related arterial diseases. 
Key words: Crank- Nicholson technique, cholesterol, porosity, stenosed artery, Gauss-Siedal method.                                         
  
1. INTRODUCTION 
The pressure and flow conditions affect the structure, mechanical characteristics, and geometry of 
the artery wall and blood vessels. General stenosis arteries remodel their functional properties in 
response to prolonged changes in flow pressure. Because atherosclerotic vessels pose a serious risk to 
health and are a leading cause of death and morbidity in the developed world, the homodynamics of 
flow through these channels is of great interest. It is impossible to overlook the impact of porosity on 
blood flow when examining a real-world issue. The artery narrowing that occurs locally is a hallmark 
of atherosclerotic disease. The development of lesions in affected arteries causes deposits to build up 
on the arterial walls. It becomes crucial to effectively control and analyze flow behavior as the blood 
flow channel gets restricted. Understanding arterial flow has been aided by a number of important 
research, which are outlined below: Bharadvaj et al. (1982a, b) utilized flow visualization techniques 
and Laser Doppler velocity measurements to investigate arterial flow characteristics. Rindt et al. 
(1987) conducted both experimental and numerical studies on two-dimensional steady and pulsatile 
flow in a similar configuration. Rieu et al. (1989) demonstrated that bifurcating flow in a rectangular 
channel model closely resembles flow bifurcation in circular cylinders. Reuderink (1991) presented 
computational results for pulsatile flow in a three-dimensional, distensible model of the carotid artery 
bifurcation. Boesiger et al. (1992) employed magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) to study arterial 
hemodynamics. Banerjee et al. (1993) investigated blood flow in the femoral artery. Perktold and 
Rappitsch (1995) successfully applied numerical methods to study arterial flow phenomena, 
incorporating complex factors such as non-Newtonian behavior and vessel wall distensibility. Sharma 
and Kapur (1995) conducted a mathematical analysis of blood flow through arteries using the Finite 
Element Method. Botnar et al. (1996) addressed geometric image artifacts and showed that using a 
partial echo acquisition scheme with shortened echo time reduces flow quantification errors under 
complex flow conditions. The flow of blood through stenosed arteries has been a topic of significant 
research interest due to the elevated fluid shear stresses occurring near the stenosis neck or throat, 
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which can activate platelets and induce thrombosis (Ku, 1997). Rachev et al. (1998) proposed a model 
addressing the geometric and mechanical adaptation of arteries, while Reese and Thompson (1998) 
applied a simplified model based on laminar boundary layer theory to examine blood flow through 
arterial stenoses at Reynolds numbers up to 1000. Zendehbudi and Moayery (1999) compared 
physiological and simplified pulsatile flows through stenosed arteries. Botnar et al. (2000) 
investigated the role of different flow patterns in the initiation and progression of atherosclerotic 
plaque deposition by correlating MRI velocity measurements with numerical simulations. 
Advancements in both numerical techniques and experimental tools—such as the Laser Doppler 
Anemometer (LDA)—have significantly improved the measurement and analysis of arterial flows. 
Huang et al. (1995) utilized an LDA to measure velocity and employed pressure transducer tape to 
measure wall pressure at selected locations along a Plexiglas model of a constricted tube. A finite 
difference technique is employed, incorporating a boundary-fitted coordinate transformation to map 
the irregular geometry from the physical domain to a unit square in the computational domain. The 
vorticity–stream function formulation of the governing equations is solved numerically. Following 
the methodology of Sharma and Kapur (1995), the transformed equations and boundary conditions 
subject to a transverse magnetic field are solved using the standard finite difference scheme.  A 
performance and analysis of carotid artery blood flow and its application were conducted by Gupta 
(2011). Finite element Galerkin's technique for flow in blood arteries with magnetic effects was 
examined by Gupta (2009). Anil Kumar and R. K. Saket (2008) looked at the convective diffusion 
mechanism' dependability in porous blood arteries. A computational method for flow in blood 
arteries with porous effects was proposed by Kumar et al. (2005). Blood flow in elastic arteries was 
analyzed and performance modeled by Kumar et al. (2005). Salahuddin et al. (2025) used a porous 
medium with heat generation to analyze blood flow in stenotic arteries. Lubna Sarwar, Sarwar and 
Azad (2023) founded flow physical appearance of Au-blood nanofluid in stenotic artery. 
In the present study, the fluid dynamics of a stenosed artery are simulated by analyzing incompressible 
flow through an axisymmetric, rigid tube with a smooth constriction, under the influence of a 
transverse magnetic field. The analysis considers physiological ranges of Reynolds number and 
frequency parameters. 
2.1 Governing Equations  
The non-dimensional form of the governing Navier–Stokes momentum equations, along with the 
continuity equation, is expressed in cylindrical coordinates as follows: 
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where u and v are the axial and radial velocity components, p is the pressure, and K is the permeability 
parameter . The Reynolds number and Womersley number are defined as, 

( )
1

2 2Re ,U R

= =  respectively, where U average velocity, R radius of the artery in an 

upstream location of the stenosis and    kinematic viscosity of the blood. 
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Figure 1. Geometrical structure of Stenosis artery   
 
The stream function–vorticity formulation of the Navier–Stokes equations offers a significant 
advantage over the primitive variable form in solving two-dimensional incompressible flow problems. 
Here  
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The equations (3) can be written as, 
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By taking the partial derivative of equation (1) with respect to y and subtracting the partial derivative 
of equation (2) with respect to x, the pressure term is eliminated. 
 
The relationships between the physical plane and the transformed plane are given as follows: 
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The metric coefficient and the Jacobian of the transformation are,  
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The governing equations can be written as a coupled set of equations in terms of the stream function 
and vortcity. The non-dimensional form in the boundary fitted co-ordinates is,  
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 The parameters Re and α\alphaα vary depending on specific locations within the circulatory system, 
taking relatively large values in the aorta and major arteries, and significantly smaller values in the 
arterioles. Their physiological ranges in the human circulatory system are approximately 0–1000 for 
Re, and 0–15 for α\alphaα, respectively. 
 
2.2 Boundary conditions 
Assuming a fully developed Poiseuille flow, it is necessary to specify an upstream inlet location along 
with the corresponding boundary condition. To achieve this, the velocity profile is defined as follows: 
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in the transformed plane. 
 
 

 
  
Figure 2.  Flow diagram of Stenosis artery  
 
 Assuming that the outlet, located downstream, is sufficiently far from the constriction such that the 
flow field remains unchanged along the axial direction, Neumann boundary conditions are imposed 
for both the stream function and vorticity. 
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The no-slip requirements are typically the boundary constraints that are applied to the wall.,  
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where V is the known velocity on the wall, and  , n are the unit tangential, normal vectors at the 
wall .In the present case, the velocity at the wall is zero. The two conditions on  are: 
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3. Numerical Method  
The spatially discretized form of the governing equations is attained using a standard finite difference 
scheme. A computational mesh is established in the transformed space, consisting of m×n grid points 
uniformly distributed in both directions. The superscript denotes the grid point location for the 
single spatial dimension considered here. The semi-discretized governing equations are expressed as 
follows:                         
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for  i = 2,m-1,    j = 2...,n-1.  
The difference operators are defined as jijiji fffD ,,1, −= ++
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The discrete form of the above boundary conditions can be imitative using a standard finite 
difference scheme.                                                                                     
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for i =2,…m-1, 
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While all other boundary conditions are conventional, the no-slip condition presents a 
computational experiment, as the vorticity value at the wall (i.e., at j=nj) is not directly available for 
solving the difference equations (18). Though discrete boundary conditions involving wall vorticity 
have been successfully applied, direct implementation of the natural conditions (14) and (15) is 
acclaimed, as recommended by Huang et al. [1995]. For computational purposes, the following 
iterative algorithm is employed. 
Algorithm: 
Step 1: Equation (10) is solved for j=2,…,n−1, and i=2,…,m−1. The stream function ( ) at j=n−1 
is computed using the no-slip boundary conditions (14) at the wall. The resulting algebraic equations 
are solved using the Gauss–Seidel method. 

Step 2: Update u and v  using  from the previous step. 
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Step 3: To calculate  at j = n-1 for i = 1,..., m-1 to relation equation (10), coupling   and  , is 
fulfilled at j = n-1. 
Step 4: Solve equation (11) at j = 2, ...,n-1 for i = 2, ...,m-1using the value at j = n-1 from step (3) and 
essential conditions at the other boundaries. Again the algebraic equations are explained by using 
Gauss-Siedal method .The time dependent term is dropped out and under relaxation is applied when 
compulsory. 
Step 5: Steps (1)-(4) are repetitive until convergence is extended. 
 
For temporal discretization, a Crank-Nicolson-type approach is used to guarantee second-order 
accuracy for the convection and diffusion terms in both time and space. The identical iterative 
process as in the steady-state illustration is used to solve the system at each time step.  
                 
5. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The proposed model is simple to implement and provides valuable insights into the dependence of 
shear stress on stenosis geometry, porous effects, and flow conditions—serving as a useful tool for 
biomedical researchers. Our predictions for wall shear stress show good agreement with the limited 
experimental data available. The primary objective of this numerical investigation is to develop a 
comprehensive understanding of how the flow field is influenced by the Reynolds number and the 
geometry of the stenosis—specifically its height H and length L, measured in units of the arterial 
radius. 
Previous numerical studies by Huang et al. (1995) and Back and Crawford (1992) reported shear 
stress distributions in stenosed geometries. The five stenoses modelled by Huang et al. (1995) are 
smooth and conical in shape. In this study, the stenosis models are categorized into three groups: 
mild (M1), moderate (M2), and severe (M3, M4, and M5). The area reduction due to the stenosis is 
categorized by R(2−R).The axial locations of flow separation and reattachment points, beginning 
from the point of minimum constriction, are of significant physiological relevance. Meanwhile the 
simulations are carried out under laminar flow assumptions, discrepancies between our results and 
those from other studies become more pronounced at higher Reynolds numbers. 

Table 1: Geometric parameters of the stenosis models. 

 

        
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

 M1 M2 M3 M4 M5 
H 1/5 1/4 1/3 1/3 1/3 
L 5 5 5 10 3 
Area 
reduction 
(%) 

46 57 80 80 80 
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Our model successfully captures this feature and demonstrates its applicability across the 
physiological range of arterial Reynolds numbers. Figure 3 presents the pressure distribution at 
various Reynolds numbers, while Figure 4 illustrates the influence of both Reynolds number and 
stenosis size on key flow parameters. 
It is evident that the separation length increases almost linearly with the Reynolds number for all 
stenosis models. The locations of flow separation and reattachment are highly sensitive to both the 
height and length of the stenosis, particularly under the influence of a magnetic field. At higher 
Reynolds numbers, flow separation occurs earlier in the case of severe stenosis (M3, M4, and M5), 
although the separation and reattachment locations differ slightly among these models despite having 
the same area reduction. In contrast, separation occurs later for the moderate stenosis (M1 and M2). 
The present numerical method slightly underestimates shear stress values but accurately captures the 
overall trend observed in available data. Although the three severe stenosis exhibit the same 
contraction, our results confirm a systematic increase in wall shear stress with decreasing stenosis 
length in the permeability parameter. 
Figure 5 a shows the vorticity distribution along the solid wall for the moderate stenosis (M2) at 
various Reynolds numbers. The peak vorticity is observed just upstream of the minimum constriction 
plane, and this peak shifts slightly upstream with increasing Reynolds number. Downstream of the 
constriction, the vorticity decays rapidly, following a trend similar to that observed in classical Hagen–
Poiseuille flow.                                             

Re M1 M2 M3 M4 M5 Poiseuille 
100 9.3 14.2 37.7 29.7 48.9 2.2 
500 77.1 120.6 322.9 245.4 423.6 11.7 
1000 167.3 278.2 789.2 609.8 1028.8 22.3 

 
Table 2: Calculated peak shear stress (in dyn/cm²) for stenosis models M1–M5 across a Reynolds 
number range of 100 to 1000. 
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Figure 5b displays the wall vorticity distribution for all stenosis models at a Reynolds number of 100. 
A significant region of recirculation is observed in the case of severe stenoses (M3, M4, and M5), as 
indicated by the presence of negative vorticity values.This study examines steady flow within a 
physiologically relevant Reynolds number range, incorporating the effects of wall porosity for all 
stenosis models. Table 2 presents the maximum wall shear stress values for the five models, along 
with reference values corresponding to fully developed Poiseuille flow. The results show that wall 
shear stress—peaking just upstream of the minimum constriction—is significantly amplified as the 
lumen area decreases. Experimental studies on animals have shown that blood flow is not noticeably 
diminished even when the degree of stenosis exceeds 75%. Thus, the shear stress values associated 
with 75% area reduction (models M3, M4, and M5) can be considered conservative estimates. 
The application of the permeability parameter as a flow control mechanism is particularly relevant in 
cases involving cholesterol-related arterial blockage, offering potential therapeutic implications.   

6. CONCLUSION 
Using computational methods, a simplified model of blood flow in a stenosed artery has been 
studied; the findings are in good agreement with experimental evidence that is accessible in the 
literature. The quantitative results indicate that vascular disease is unlikely to develop as a result of 
excessive shear stress alone.Numerical forecasts and experimental data showed a significant 
correlation, especially in areas close to the stenosis. In the context of specific medical problems, the 
present study illustrates the possibility of permeable flow control in the treatment of stenosed 
arteries.t is evident from the numerical results that mean flow parameters alone cannot be used to 
draw conclusions about fluid dynamic effects in atherosclerosis. The fundamental mechanism driving 
this correlation is still unknown, though, and more research is necessary to draw firm conclusions. 
When assessing the possible health benefits to individuals as well as the expenditures of healthcare, 
these models might offer insightful information. Health districts with diverse populations, such as 
those with sizable ethnic minority populations who are more likely to develop diabetes, will find this 
very helpful. Plaques restrict blood flow by causing connective tissue to grow inward and deposit 
cholesterol on the arterial wall. Understanding the part hemodynamic factors play in the 
pathophysiology and course of sickness would also be very helpful. Through numerical simulation, 
it is possible to get detailed flow patterns associated with analytical stenosis without intrusive 
procedures. The models provide details on how to evaluate the costs and advantages to an individual's 
health. A more thorough investigation of such a complicated issue will require more sophisticated 
and physiologically accurate models. The current results, however, are useful since they offer in-depth 
understanding of the flow field, which can be the basis for further investigation. 
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